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The Genius Within

A Message from the Head
Over the past year, we
have
been
building
relationships which we hope
will serve to strengthen our
school as we move into the
future. Our networks in the
educational
community
continue
to
develop:
Professor Jonathan Jansen
has championed St James as
Anisha with Mary & James Buchanan
a model school and you
can read his encouraging words here. We have also
been forging new relationships through the Chamber
of Commerce in Durban and were most encouraged to
learn that the Kwa-Zulu Natal Education Department
would be tripling our subsidy in recognition of our
non-profit independent status. At the same time, we
are building stronger bridges across our international
network of schools, including a wonderful new initiative
to connect our Grade 4 children with children in Year
3 at Erasmus School in Melbourne. We had visits from
the Buchanan family, whose children attend St James
in London, and from Lydia Vidovich who graciously
lent the use of her home for our US fundraiser. To
create and enjoy lasting friendships takes effort and
commitment but is always deeply rewarding. We
would like to thank all our dear supporters for your
continuing friendship and may it long reward us all.
Anisha Ramlaul, Headteacher, St James Durban

High Praise for St James

“St James for me is a model school of what South Africa
should be doing for more of our
children, which is to deliver high
quality education to children who
don’t come out of wealthy homes.
And also to ensure that those
children not only pass exams in
subjects but also pass the test of
life, which is to be decent, to learn
the habits of democracy, to learn to respect other people.
St James for me is one of the wonderful examples – and
there aren’t too many in our country – which we should
support.”

Following a series of school assemblies on the theme
‘Uncovering the Genius Within’, some of our pupils
wrote about what the idea had meant to them:
“I competed at the regional chess
tournament recently and I was
afraid. Fear covers the genius
within. I found that at first fear did
not give me a chance to really enjoy
playing. I was just so scared and we
had not even started. As I lost some
and won some rounds, I started to
enjoy learning new moves and anticipating the moves
of my opponent. That was amazing…there is still more
for me to find out about the genius within because how
could this have happened?” Donell Chetty, Aged 11
“I have a younger brother who
I do not really like (probably
because I was the only child
before). My mom asked me
to help her care for him and
I was amazed after a while
at how much I enjoyed doing
that, not at first but later
when I had to help again. My
brother was so happy and it made me feel happy!”
Keshan Pillay, Aged 7

To find out more about our pupils
visit our new website:

wwww.stjamesdurban.com

Professor Jonathan Jansen (pictured left) is a well
published author on educational matters. As ViceChancellor of the University of the Free State he
was widely celebrated for supporting equality in
education and transforming a previously segregated
university. He finds the work at St James inspiring
and highly relevant to South Africa’s future.

www.stjamesdurban.com

NEWS FROM OUR PUPILS
New pen-pals from Australia

Our Grade 4 children were very excited when letters arrived from their fellow pupils at Erasmus school in
Melbourne. They immediately wrote back and shared some of their own experience of life in South Africa.

Dear Erasmus,
It was lovely to receive your letters. They have
been on our display board for everyone to see. My
mum came to have a look and was very happy
to read them. I hope you will know more about
South Africa after my letter.

Together in Perfect Harmony

At St James our children are granted the opportunity to explore their
individuality and talents; a major focus area for this is the music
programme we offer. Students are taught from day one the basis
of rhythm and movement along with a good vocal training. This is
extended through the years until they are able to fluently read and write
music. All children learn the recorder, which allows them to express
themselves musically, and offers a creative outlet for children who
perhaps struggle academically. Learning an instrument has taught the
children discipline and control. They are also given the opportunity to
explore their personal heritage by learning African music and dance.
The
school
hosts
an
annual
concert
where
children
showcase to family and friends what they have learnt,
encouraging
learners
to
remain
diligent
and
consistent
throughout the school year.
I am pleased with the progress
Mrs Samantha Englelbrecht, Music Teacher at St James

of

all

our

students!

Exploring our Heritage

What an awesome trip! After a very bumpy 2-hour ride along dirt roads we arrived at a village called
Shakaland. Here we spent our day and night taking in so much about Zulu culture and traditions.
King Shaka was quite a king: brave and fierce! His father was the chieftain Senzangakhona ka
Jama and his mother was Nandi. I liked meeting a real traditional healer who mixed her own
medicine. We took part in traditional dancing, the art of Zulu beer making and use of weapons,
and some of the ceremonies like a Zulu marriage and herding of Nguni cattle. Living in a rondavel
was unique: there was no door to the bathroom and our rooms were round with thatched roofs!
Grade 6 pupils

www.stjamesdurban.com

FUNDRAISING NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
‘FUN-RAISING’ IN SAN FRANCISCO

In April this year, our passionate, dynamic supporter Mariam
Safinia (second from left) organised a ‘fun-raiser’ hosted by students
of the School of Practical Philosophy in Northern California.
The event was a huge success, raising $66,466 - enough to
subsidise the education of 30 St James children in the coming
year. Auctioneer Lily Sarafan shares her account of the day:
“The event included a world-class piano recital by Dr. Gary
Grohmann and his 13-year-old son Matthew, who blew the audience away with their performance
of both original and renowned compositions.
Next, a ‘fundraising pyramid’ was launched and in
half an hour the room was awash with excitement at what had been achieved in such a short period.
Then came the real ‘fun-raising’ when guests had the opportunity to join in a fantastic performance of
traditional Persian dance. We were honored to contribute to our brothers and sisters in South Africa
and applaud the school for serving as an innovative, sustainable and values-driven model of education.”
Fundraising Chairman Richard Elias compared the occasion to ‘a very happy wedding reception - but
without the bride and groom’. By happy coincidence the previous day had been Freedom Day in South
Africa celebrating 20 years since the end of apartheid, so in his address he invoked the words of Mandela:
“I was not born with a hunger to be free. I was born free - free in every way that I could know ... I
knew as well as I knew anything that the oppressor must be liberated just as surely as the oppressed.”
Our heartfelt thanks to Mariam and her team for their inspiring work which has had such a fanstastic outcome.

A NEW AMBASSADOR FOR ST JAMES

After taking San Francisco by storm, Matthew Grohmann, a talented pianist
currently in Year 8 at Canberra Grammar School in Australia, has agreed to
become an Ambassador for St James Durban. He thoroughly enjoyed his visit the
US, but was also struck by the number of homeless people: ‘It makes me appreciate
even more the life I have and the gifts I’ve been given, and it makes me want to share
them and help others,’ he said. Matthew’s first visit to St James in 2012 inspired him
to produce a CD of piano music with his father (on sale through our website). He
has been playing the piano since he was a young child and at the age of 12 started
to compose. Of his first composition New Beginnings, he said: ‘When I play it, I ask
people to close their eyes and imagine a butterfly coming out of its cocoon, because
that’s how it came to me in a dream.’ To date Matthew has raised almost AUS$
150,000 for St James. We are delighted to have this remarkable young man on
board, forging new relationships amongst supporter networks, and spreading the word about St James Durban.

SCREENING OF MANDELA FILM IN MELBOURNE RAISES AUS$1,200

The School of Philosophy in Melbourne hosted a private screening of ‘Mandela: Long Walk
to Freedom’ as a fundraiser for St James. Organiser Sadhna Jithoo reports that the audience
reflected the rich diversity of the city, including South Africans of Indian, Afrikaner and
indigenous African ancestry, and the whole experience was one of ‘unity in diversity’. The
sell-out event raised a fabulous AUS$ 1,200 and it seemed fitting that the funds raised should
go back to developing the children who will grow up and contribute to the leadership and
development of the land and people that Madiba cherished. We were honoured that the film’s
internationally renowned producer Anant Singh wrote the following message of support:
“I am delighted to learn that a group of people in Melbourne are actively raising funds for St. James School which is
in my home town of Durban. The school certainly needs your support to ensure that it provides quality education
to its students. Madiba himself is an example of how effective education can be in bringing change to the world, so
thank you for supporting this fundraising screening. The journey of making ‘Mandela: Long Walk To Freedom’ began
when I started writing to Madiba while he was still in prison, almost 25 years ago. Two weeks after his release I spent
a most exceptional hour with him which resulted in us developing a close friendship over the years. Doing justice
to Madiba’s amazing journey was a big challenge but I am proud of what we have achieved. I hope that you will be
inspired by the film and Madiba’s life. Thank you.”

www.stjamesdurban.com

Your part in transforming the lives of children at St James
Thanks to you, our supporters around the world, the pupils at St James are growing and flourishing,
so we thank each and every one of you for your support. We are especially grateful to those who have
committed to making a regular gift, as this strengthens our foundations for the future and helps to keep our
fundraising costs to an absolute minimum. If you are not doing so already please consider making a regular
donation using the enclosed donation form, or via our website www.stjamesdurban.com. Thank you!
Here is what one of our regular donors has said:

“The potential created for St James pupils, the wider community and beyond
compels me to contribute to its continued success, knowing that these deserving,
very hard-working children are in such dedicated and capable hands.”
£4		
will pay for one child’s
US$6 per month workbooks for a year
AUS$7
£10		
will pay for one child’s
US$17 per month sports education for a year
AUS$18
£17		
will pay for one child’s
US$28 per month school dinners for a year
AUS$30
£45		
will pay for the entire cost
US$76 per month of running Chess Club for
AUS$81		
a year
£100		
will subsidise one child’s
US$169 per month education for the whole
AUS$181		
year
A win-win for all

One group of teenagers from Cambridge
in the UK took a break from exam revision
to hold a tennis tournament in aid of St
James, raising
almost £1,000 towards sport
at the school. Why not consider how you
might have fun with friends or colleagues whilst raising funds for St James.

A New Fundraising Officer for St James

Jessica Renison
joined us as our new Fundraising Officer in January.
She is
responsible for raising funds from Trusts and Foundations, and building support
from our individual supporters around the world, including the production of
this newsletter. Jessica was herself a pupil at St James in London, and having
trained as a teacher later returned as Head of English. We warmly welcome her!
Please contact her if would like any information or have feedback on this newsletter:
stjamesdurban@gmail.com or 07818 053747

