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“What counts in Life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is 

what DIFFERENCE we have made to the lives of others that 

will determine the significance of the life we had”

- Nelson Mandela

From the desk of School Heads

St James children have loved hearing about modern day heroes this term.  
Fancy being the first person to complete a long distance swim in every ocean 
of the world and swimming in vulnerable ecosystems to highlight their plight? 
Fancy breaking the world record for the most southerly swim in human 
history- a 350m swim in the Bay of Whales, in the Ross Sea in the Antarctic 
Ocean at a sea temperature of -1 degree? Fancy doing this all to protect the 
pristine ecosystem for future generations! In the face of extraordinary 
challenges, ordinary people step up with innovative ideas and action that take 
them far and beyond what we would call usual efforts. When there is such a 
strong determination to do what is right and to care deeply– there is no limit 
to what can be created or achieved!

“Seize common occasions and make them great!” 
“The difference between ordinary and extraordinary is the EXTRA!”

Many of the heroes spoken about to the children appear on this front page. 
There are many more. Perhaps most poignant is the fact that over 300 years 
ago, Wolraad Waltermaad an ordinary milkman saved the lives of 14 people 
from sinking boats of the Cape Coast. While he eventually succumbed to a 
deadly but heroic end, he could not ignore the cries of his common men 
drowning at sea. These “large” spirited people serve to remind us and our 
children of how great the human spirit is and how extremely capable when 
properly life skilled. Let us keep inspiring our children and keep inspiring 
ourselves to Reach for the Stars! Make every effort now and throughout life.

“Every Human has a finite number 
of heartbeats. I don’t intent to waste 

any of mine.”

Neil Armstrong

“Don’t quit, suffer now and live the 
rest of your life as a champion”

Chad le Clos

“When you’ve got purpose, 
everything becomes possible.”

Lewis Pugh



St James School in the TOP 20 

for Conquesta 2014!
Congratulations children!

The national Conquesta Committee has 
congratulated St James School on 
achieving a TOP 20 position. The 

committee states the staff of Conquesta 
would like to formally congradulate your 

school for being placed within the TOP 20 
selections. It is regarded as an exceptional 

achievement to be placed anywhere 
within the TOP 20 selections of 

Conquesta Annual Olympia

Back to work as 
usual………………….. The 
Grade 4 and Grade 5 
classes and teachers at 
their BONDS challenge 
every Friday afternoon! 
The top score in 
completing 50 sums was 
5 minutes!  Of course, 

everyone tried their best!

The SJD results for 2014 ANA was very good!  Congratulations to all our students. We are proud The SJD results for 2014 ANA was very good!  Congratulations to all our students. We are proud The SJD results for 2014 ANA was very good!  Congratulations to all our students. We are proud The SJD results for 2014 ANA was very good!  Congratulations to all our students. We are proud 

of each and every one of you!of each and every one of you!of each and every one of you!of each and every one of you!

Grade 3 : 2014

Grade 4 - 2014

English Maths

Grade 1 90% 85% Average

Grade 2 80% 60% Average

Grade 3 80% 79% Average

Grade 4 82% 71% Average

Grade 5 75% 65% Average

Grade 6 80% 80% Average

FRIDAY MATHS CHALLENGE



A glimpse into classroom teaching and learning this term…

Foundation phase:

The foundation phase are very excited for the 
speech and drama festival this week. We got 
to listen to their Choral verses in assembly 
and they are sounding fantastic! Swimming in 
the phase is progressing nicely. The Grade 1’s 
were very nervous at first but are really 
enjoying being in the water now. The children 
have been doing some really lovely work 
throughout the phase and displays have been 
put up outside the classrooms. Please pop in 
and take a look at the beautiful work on 
display!

Intermediate phase :

Senior phase :

Music, Art, Sport, Swimming, Speech and Drama

Welcome to the start of the 2015 school year. We are 
back into our routine regarding work and school. We 
look forward to a meaningful and active school year 
at St James. Can you believe it’s the end of term one? 
How did that happen? The weeks have flown by. On 
behalf of the intermediate phase  I would like to pass 
on our thanks to all the parents and guardians for 
your amazing support towards the children as well as 
teachers. This has been a very productive and 
stressful term for the intermediate phase. The 
achievement of our students is paramount and we do 
all we can to ensure that our children experience 
success. Term One, has proved to be a successful one 
and our phase has achived great progess with each 
students results. 

Ms Naicker 
Phase Head

The first term has come to an end, what a term it has been. I 
believe this term has been an eye-opener to many of my Grade 
7 learners on what this year will hold instore for them. Hard 
work, determination and commitment will be needed. 
Remember Grade 7’s, this is your final year in primary school, 
make sure it is a good one. Each day we go through, is a day 
closer to reaching our goals. This has been a productive and 
very successful Term One. There has been many adjustments to 
get used to in the senior phase : such as, responsibility, new 
syllabus, time management, working more independently and I 
am sure we all know that all these changes are in the best 
interest of our children. Let us make everyday count and work 
constructively to the best of our abilities to ensure a good 
future. Thank you to all my parents for their support and 
encouragement toward your child.

Ms Naicker
Phase Head



GRADE 7 CLASS OF 2013 HIGH SCHOOL GRADE 7 CLASS OF 2014 HIGH SCHOOL

1. Jordyn Denness Umhlanga College 1. Jayden Denness Umhlanga College

2. Wandile Mkhize Northwood Boys 2. Donell Chetty Durban North College

3. Renen Maharaj Merebank High 3. Siyanda Myeni Durban High School

4. Ngcebo Khowa Star College 4. Schweta Ramsumer Northlands Girls

5. Clifford Maphumulo Holy family College 5. Sasha Pillay Sastri College

6. Mlamuli Mkhize Embury College 6. Zodumo Mkhize St Nicholas, PMB

7. Avnie Harie Rajkot, India 

Where are they and how are they faring?

Letter from Schweta Ramsumer
Grade 7 2014 

I am in Grade 8 and I attend Northlands Girls High School. I am a past pupil of St James 
and complete my Grade 1 – 7 at this wonderful school.

I recall my interview at St James with Ms Ramlaul, who was also the Grade 1 teacher, she 
assured me that all will be well.

My journey so far at my new school has been exciting. The first week was amazing! I was 
really happy that I was no longer the tiniest girl in the school. There are lots of petite girls 
at the school. I began my first year of high school on a chilled and wet morning. My mum 
and I arrived and I am sure my mum was more shocked than I was. There was a stillness in 
the school car park, I was dropped off and bid my mum adieu for a long day ahead. The 
morning, we were told about the school and all of its values. The atmosphere was 
wonderful. The staff and pupils especially the Grade 12’s made our first day so special and 
assured us that we would not be treated as ‘little people.” Do not believe everything you 
hear about the bullying and being treated unfairly, I personally believe if you allow 
yourself to be bullied, you will be bullied. My primary school years taught me to be 
confident therefore I am not the least bit afraid of these issues.

The first day was fun, there was a swimming gala at the pool which was so lively. From the 
Songs and the Cheers to the funny dances. Everything was just perfect. The Grade 12’s 
hosted a fashion show. This was to show us how to wear our school uniform, in the well 
groomed way and the way which will result in a demerit.

High School is a lot of hard work. With the habits I have adopted at St James, I am able to 
balance my work and ‘play’. Planning is key. I have adopted having to still pause and 
meditate, this I will carry with me for the rest of my life. Motivation and perseverance 
comes handy in situations.

I would like to thank Ms Ramlaul and all my past teachers for motivating me and 
grooming me. My message to the pupils of St James, is, enjoy your primary school years. 
High school is fun, but the teachers treat you like adults and will not remind you of 
homework, tests and assignments. My special message to the current Grade 7, do not 
stress, high school is a new chapter of your life and you must embrace it. St James will 
always be my first “home” and I would like to welcome Mrs Welthagen to the St James 
family. I am glad that Ms Ramlaul was part of my journey in primary school. Let truth 
light the way and just let you light shine.

-Schweta Ramsumer
Grade 7 - 2014 



Our PEN FRIENDS are growing
Grade 2 Grade 3 and Grade 5 currently are on a pen friendship 

system

GRADE 2: UNITED UNITED UNITED UNITED KINGDOM: KINGDOM: KINGDOM: KINGDOM: A snapshot of letters!

l

“Dear St James Student, my name is Bethany and I am  seven in class 2c.
My favourite subject is science and I have 3 pets…..”

“Sometimes we go to the beach after swimming. We all go swimming together, dad, mum, my sister and I”

Letters from Australia



RECOMMENDED READING LISTS
These lists appear  in every 

PTC/message book

There is a plethora of books available 
nowadays for children to read. Not all 

books are of the highest quality. At this 
tender age in your child’s life, please 

refer diligently to the reading lists that 
appear in the front of the PTC and 

communication book. These titles have 
been especially selected and it would be 
a huge achievement for our children to 
have read them all by the June vacation! 

Carry a book to the park, encourage 
reading aloud every night and read to 
your child. Don’t under estimate the 

interminable value and love that 
children develop for knowledge and 
adventure via the words and pages of 

well-worn authors!
Soon children will turn into youth and 
then into young adults………..time and 

tide waits for no man, many an 
opportunity is lost in the responsibilities 
of life and lost moments that will never 
return…. Love your child into becoming 

an AVID reader…..seize the moment!

OTHER TITLES OF THE TERM
FROM THE WORLD BEST AUTHORS!

You can all help! 
Please use your MySchool 

card

AND SUPPORT ST James 
SCHOOL

It’s easy!  Simply have your 
MySchool card ready when you go 
shopping, and present it at the till 

before the teller rings up your 
transaction.

1. The Hobbit : J R Tolkien (1937)
2. The lion, the witch and the wardrobe : C.S. Lewis 
(1950)
3. Charlotte’s Web : E.B. White 
4. The little Prince : Antoine de Saint – Exupery 
(1943)
5. Pippi Longstocking : Astrid Lindgren (1945)
6. Emil and the detectives : Erich Kastner (1929)
7. James and the Giant Peach : Roald Dahl (1961)
8. Winnie the Pooh : A.A. Milne (1926)
9. Just so stories : Rudyard Kipling (1902)
10. Journey to the centre of the earth : Jules Verne 
(1864)
11. Wind in the willows : Kenneth Grahame (1908)
12. The child that books built : Francis Spufford 
(2002)

Please note that a colour copy of 
this newletter will be available on 

the D6 Communicator soon.


